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Hello Product Design and Development Division (PD3) Members!

It has been a busy and exciting start to the year. Our flagship event, ANTEC, was held in March where our
board was instrumental in helping organize the Mike Sepe Symposium. This symposium highlighted the
practical, applied use for the typical material and testing knowledge often presented at ANTEC. Our Past-
Chair, Al McGovern, was one of the presenters and organizers of the event. During the symposium each of the
speakers took their area of expertise and highlighted how incorporating their data helped companies save
money in designing more robust parts. Helping to organize this symposium was a great way to follow through
on our goal of bringing our members content that helps them better design sustainable plastic products. If
you are interested in seeing the type of content that was shared, I encourage you to watch a small video clip
of two of the presentations here. You will also see another example of content at ANTEC through our technical
article. The article highlights how you can use multi-point, long-term data to make better material selection
decisions for your next application. If you find this type of discussion and content interesting, I encourage you
to consider attending ANTEC next year, where it will be held in Pittsburgh, PA.

This year also brought well-earned recognition to some of our amazing board members:
Glenn Beall, one of our founding members, became PD3’s very first Emeritus Member! Special thanks to
Mark Wolverton for designing a beautiful trophy to commemorate Glenn’s decades of guidance and
leadership.
Al McGovern received the Honored Service Member (HSM) award at ANTEC, recognizing his long-standing
contributions to PD3 and the SPE Foundation.

These honors are a testament to the incredible talent and dedication within our division—and the amazing
peers you can collaborate with as a PD3 member.

After ANTEC, PD3 finalized the merger with the Failure Analysis and Prevention Technical Interest Group
(FAPTIG). FAPTIG approached PD3 as a potential partner because of the joint mission of helping the broader
community design plastic parts and assemblies that resist failure. (Cont’d)
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They saw how we were taking an active role in distributing our technical content and felt they could better
serve their membership through the merger. There will be no major changes to PD3 with the merger, but we will
gain valuable additional content that we can share with our design community. Todd Menna, previous FAPTIG
chair, will be joining our board to help with the transition and highlight how we can utilize their core content to
further enrich our community. If you just want to keep up on the latest events, make sure to follow us on
LinkedIN and on our website.

Finally, this will be my last Chair message to you in our newsletter. In July, Mark MacLean-Blevins will take on
the role of Chair. Mark, a product designer himself, has been a long-time board member of PD3, and will
continue to help us bring content that is relevant to today’s design community. I’ll be excited to support Mark
as I take on the Past-Chair role. As Past-Chair, I’ll be putting more effort into our Design for… webinar series and
other technical content. It has been a great pleasure serving as the Chair, and I’m excited to see what we will do
next.

Thanks again, and I look forward to our next conversation!
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Dear PD3 Members,

As we wrap up another exciting edition of the SPE PD3 Newsletter, I want to take a moment to thank you
for your continued interest and engagement. It has been a true pleasure serving as your Web and
Newsletter Editor over the past seasons. Sharing the voices, insights, and milestones of this passionate
design community has been an incredibly rewarding experience.

With that, I’m excited to announce that Abigail Milos, Marketing and Sales Coordinator from VRC
Engineered Solutions, will be stepping in as the new Web and Newsletter Editor moving forward. Abigail
brings sharp editorial skills, a creative spirit, and a strong connection to the mission of PD3. You’ll be in
very good hands with her leading the charge.

Thank you again for reading, sharing, and contributing to the stories that shape our community. I look
forward to continuing my involvement with PD3 and supporting this fantastic team from new angles.

Warm regards,

Elizabeth Detampel
edetampel@sussexim.com
Web/Newsletter Editor
SPE Product Design & Development Division

Editor's Note:

The entire PD3 Division owes a debt of gratitude to Elizabeth for her wonderful support as our
Newsletter and Web Editor these past almost 2 years. I am very grateful for her skill and diligence, and
for the dedication she gave to PD3 while she was ramping up her commitments to Sussex IM. She hit the
ground running and is personally handling the transition of her role to Abigail Milos in a professional and
personal manner. I'm looking forward to working with Abigail and having her add her own touch to our
Newsletter and Website.

Thank You, Elizabeth! Welcome Abigail!

Al McGovern

Letter from the
Editors
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Call to Order and Roll Call
Meeting started at 1:05 PM Eastern Time
Present: Erik Foltz, Al McGovern, Jason Suess, Chris Siler, Mark MacLean-Blevins, Larry Schneider,
Akanksha Garg, Mark Wolverton, Kyle Kulwicki, Eric Rose, Lorena Skelley, Sue Milazzo Wojnicki
Excused Absence: Ed Probst, Vik Bhargava, Glenn Beall, Elizabeth Detampel, Michael Paloian
Absent: Pavan Valavala, Brandon Benvenuto, Luke Buerkley, Parvin Karimi

Past Meeting Minutes
The link to previous meeting minutes was distributed prior to meeting
Minutes were approved as recorded with motion and second from Mark Wolverton and Larry
Schneider, respectively.

Treasurer Report 
No Treasurer report was discussed at this meeting

Councilor Report 
No Councilor report was discussed at this meeting

Membership Report 
No membership report was discussed at this meeting

Membership Outreach Report 
Newsletter

The Winter 2025 newsletter went out in January.
The next newsletter is planned to be out after ANTEC to capture those activities
Technical articles are needed for future newsletters

Website
The website was updated to include the addition to the Board of Jason and Kyle
Technical events can be shared on the website or social media
Al asked us to always look for website Sponsors

FAPTIG
Al talked with Todd at FAPTIG to see if there are people in the failure space that could be website
sponsors, newsletter contributors, or event promoters.

SPE
Sue mentioned that SPE HQ would be happy to feature a topic for PD3 in the SPE News

Design For…
The next Design for… webinar is scheduled for March 13th with Rick Faulk from Mar-Bal. The topic
is “Advantages of Thermosets”
Erik is looking for presenters for May, September, and November.

Past BOD 
Minutes 
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